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The Light of the World
by
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Originally written for the Local Preachers’ Office, London
ORDER OF SERVICE

CALL TO WORSHIP
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
I will fear no one. 
The Lord protects me from all danger; 
I will never be afraid.                           (Psalm 27.1 - GNB) 

HYMN 486 HP / 21 StF Born in song! 

PRAYER

 
For our prayers we will use Psalm 145. This is number 884 in Hymn & Psalms (836 in Singing the Faith). I will read the words in light type. Would you respond with the words in bold type? 

Let us pray: 
(Reading of Psalm 145 - HP 884 / StF 836) 

We say together ‘The Lord’s Prayer’. 

CHILDREN’S ADDRESS (if applicable) 

See attached sheets 

HYMN 455 HP / 346 StF Christ is the World’s Light, 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING (if applicable) 
Let us pray. 

Lord God, go with these children, throughout this day, and into their homes, their classrooms, and be with them at all times. 
Bless them and keep them through your grace. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON 
Exodus 13.17-22 - The Pillar of Cloud and the Pillar of Fire 

SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 5.8-20 - Living in the Light 

HYMN 571 HP Sometimes a light surprises 
OR          81 StF Now thank we all our God

THIRD LESSON

John 8.12-20 - Jesus, the light of the world 

SERMON 

See attached sheets
HYMN 464 HP Walk in the light: so shalt thou know 
OR        397 StF The Spirit lives to set us free

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION


For our prayers of intercession today, there is a response. Following the words ‘Father, light of the world’, would you respond ‘Shine through the darkness.’ 

Father, light of the world, 
Shine through the darkness. 

Let us pray: 
Loving heavenly Father, 
We bring before you the needs of your world, 
Knowing that although darkness so often seems to prevail, 
You who are the very definition of light 
Can drive away the darkness, 
And reveal your glory. 

Father, light of the world, 
Shine through the darkness. 

We bring before you areas of natural disaster, 
Where earthquakes, hurricanes and typhoons have reaped their damage. 
We pray for those left homeless and without loved ones, 
Facing a future of darkness and uncertainty. 

Father, light of the world, 
Shine through the darkness. 

We bring before you war-torn areas. 
We pray for wisdom to touch the minds and hearts of those in positions of influence. 
We think of those innocently caught up in the conflicts.

Father, light of the world, 
Shine through the darkness. 

We think of all prisoners of conscience; 
Of those who seek justice in countries of injustice; 
Who profess their faith in countries where their faith is banned; 
Who worship in secret for fear of being discovered. 

Father light of the world, 
Shine through the darkness. 

We think of those whose lives are yet to be touched by the light and love of Christ. 
We commend those who dedicate their lives to take your word out into the darkness. 
We pray that everyone everywhere might know of and see the brightness of your light. 

Father light of the world, 
Shine through the darkness. 

We offer all of these our prayers, through the shining glory of God, the light of the world. Amen. 

NOTICES AND OFFERTORY

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray: 
We bring to you all that we have, 
and in humility seek to serve you in bringing about the extension of your earthly kingdom. We offer this, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

HYMN 685 HP / 636 StF O love that wilt not let me go, 

THE BLESSING 
Go in peace and follow God’s shining light. 
And may the blessing of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
Rest and abide with each one of us, 
This day and for evermore. 
Amen.
CHILDREN’S ADDRESS
 
[The address can also be used as a basis for a question and answer dialogue. It could be helpful to have pictures of some of the examples of light, as well as an everlasting candle to use at the end of the address. You may only want to use some of the examples of lights, not all of them - for example the illustration of the fairy lights is somewhat seasonal.] 

When it gets dark today, we will be able to press a switch at home and the light comes on. Although it is dark outside, we are able to see because of the light. There will be lights coming on inside houses all over.  If we were able to be up in the sky like a bird and look down, we would be able to see lights all over the place. A light is something that is there when we need it and we just take it for granted that it will be there and work when we press the switch. 

Today I want us to think about different lights and what they do. 

The first light that I want us to think about is normally found near the sea. There are several of these around the coastline and you may have seen some of them when you have been on holiday. It’s a LIGHTHOUSE. Lighthouses stand on the coast where there are usually rocks or other dangerous objects that ships have to avoid. In the dark a ship at sea cannot see rocks and jagged pieces of coast, and there are no street lights to show the way like there are on the roads for cars. The ship’s captain needs lighthouses. When he sees the flashing light he knows that he must go carefully. The light of the lighthouse acts as a WARNING. It shows that there is danger and one must be careful. 

Sometimes in this country when there is something to celebrate then a series of BEACONS are lit around the country. These are large fires on very high points like hills. It may be interesting to discover where the nearest one to here is. Usually the fires are lit one after another, and because they are on high points, the people lighting the fires can see the one before them in the line when it is lit. In days long ago beacons were lit as a means of passing messages over long distances. It is like the smoke signals that people used to use when they wanted to pass a message to someone. People use lights to COMMUNICATE with other people. (Another way of using lights to pass messages is to use Morse code with a flashing light. Nowadays there is much more modern equipment but before radios this was a method that was frequently used.) 

The next type of lights that we can think about are FAIRY LIGHTS, like the ones that we see at Christmas on our Christmas trees. We also see them at the seaside when the illuminations are lit, and at other festive occasions. These are lights that are used to CELEBRATE. They are expressing our joy and happiness about some event or happening or occasion. 

Then we have the lights that make up the TRAFFIC LIGHTS. We know that there are three lights and they all mean different things. Red means stop and green means go. These lights are INSTRUCTING the car driver to do various things. 

The final light that we think about is a very special candle. It is an EVERLASTING CANDLE, and it looks just like the candles that are put on birthday cakes. (You can buy them in most newsagents.) It is special because when you light them and then blow them out, after a few seconds they light up again by themselves. They will keep doing this and the only way of putting them out is to put the lighted end in some water. 

(If the leader is able to buy some of these candles and then practically show what happens instead of talking about it, this would be much more effective.) 

This candle can remind us of the most important light of all. Jesus said that he was the light of the world. We can see how the candle keeps relighting itself every time we blow it out. In the same way we can remember that God’s love won’t go away however much we try to ignore it. It is just like that everlasting candle. It keeps relighting itself, whatever we do. 


SERMON

Light is a fundamental part of life. It is something we all take for granted and yet something that we sorely miss when it isn’t there. As we walk into our home on a dark winter’s night, our first action is to flick the nearest light switch. We tend to feel much more comfortable in light rather than in darkness. 

These opening comments refer to everyday life, but they could also be making reference to the Christian faith. Following Christ is all about walking in the light. It is about discovering the light of God’s word, and about taking God’s light into the world. And it is this light and its effect on our lives and the lives of others that we think of today. 

Our text is from the beginning of the gospel reading, John 8:12 - ‘Jesus spoke to the Pharisees. “I am the light of the world,” he said. “Whoever follows me will have the light of life and will never walk in darkness.”’ 

Light is the common bond that links our three lessons. In Ephesians we hear about bringing everything into the light. We are told that ‘when all things are brought out into the light, then their true nature is clearly revealed’. On the other hand, in Exodus, we are told how the Israelites had a pillar of fire at night to light their way during their journey from Egypt. 

And so we turn to the promise of Jesus made in our text - the promise that those who follow him will never walk in darkness. Together let’s first take the journey back through the years, and then forwards, and discover how reassuring walking in the light of God is. 

GOD’S LIGHT BRINGS THE PAST TO LIFE 

How often have we heard it said of some historical fact, ‘Well, it’s all very interesting, but really how relevant is it today? History is seen by some as having run its course and in reality is best forgotten about. Yet how often are the mysteries and problems of the modern day unravelled and solved by turning back the years and delving into the past. 

The Bible presents an historical account and that cannot be escaped from. But it is an account that lives in a wonderful way. The sceptics might feel that they have a case to offer when they suggest that it is so outdated that it can’t possibly have lessons to offer to today’s society. But in doing this, they are denying the life that is breathed into the creation at the very beginning and gushed forth with future promise in the Book of Revelation at the end. And in between we come across characters who both intrigue and shock us, characters who all have their similarities to modern day people that we know. 

The wonderful thing about God’s light is that it cannot be extinguished, however hard one tries. Because of this, it directly links the concept of history with the modern day Christian and beyond. One is reminded of the everlasting flame lit beside the grave of President John Kennedy in America. It burns there as a constant reminder that God’s love cannot be put out. 

We know the Christian faith we have and take to share with others is a tried and tested faith. It has stood up through so many oppressions and attacks. We need to remember this when the relevance of our faith is questioned. We need to recall that many have tried to extinguish the light but none have succeeded. 

GOD’S LIGHT REVEALS THE TRUTH OF THE PRESENT 

We move on from history, assured of its strength and lasting influence, and come to the here and now. 

We know that one of the attributes of light is that it enables us to see what is there before us. It reveals. Have you ever stood in the early morning mist in some beauty spot, wondering just what you are surrounded by? Unknown to you, just a few steps away there are some wonders of nature that are breathtaking. Then as the sun begins to rise and gain in power and warmth, and the mist is burnt away and disperses, gradually the wonders are revealed, and you can see them in their full colour, majesty and glory. Such an experience can be quite awesome. 

Despite the glory and wonder that is suddenly seen, it should be remembered that it was there all the time. It didn’t suddenly and magically materialize. It was there, but because of the mist one simply wasn’t aware of it. 

The truth that is of God is similarly around us and there all the time, although we so often fail to see what is actually there. We need the light of God to shine out and reveal the truth before us. 

Mind you, it is a sad fact that even when the truth of something is clearly revealed and stares us in the face, there are many occasions when that truth still isn’t recognised. God is constantly with us in the most unlikely situations, but we fail to see him. So often we see what we want to see and not what is actually there. We see what suits us, what fits our mood at that particular moment in time. 

However, God’s truth doesn’t go away. It remains there, challenging and questioning. One cannot escape from it. The truth ultimately catches up and confronts us. So we need to walk in the light of God, accepting what he puts before us, and taking on board his challenges. 

We can be mindful of the words of one of Wesley’s hymns, 
God did in Christ himself reveal, 
To chase our darkness by his light. 
Our sin and ignorance dispel 
Direct our wandering feet aright. 

GOD’S LIGHT POINTS US FORWARD TO THE FUTURE 

So finally we turn forward. We heard in our Old Testament lesson how God provided a pillar of fire to go before his children, lighting the way and acting as a source of guidance. We can recall another very famous light that led wise men from an eastern kingdom to a stable in Bethlehem. These lights not only revealed, but also acted as a clear signpost pointing the way. They went ahead and encouraged those who were following to have faith and continue on their journey, knowing that God would protect and watch over them. The children of Israel were fleeing from the bondage of Egypt, but in so doing were venturing into the unknown, journeying through vast wastes of inhospitable territory to reach the Promised Land. The wise men were travelling to unknown lands, drawn by the star in the sky, and being propelled by the inner compulsion that they had to go. 

And what of us today? It is unlikely that God is asking us to journey to unknown lands, or to risk life and limb. But it is likely that he is drawing us forwards into a future littered with new and exciting challenges. He wants us to journey forwards into that future. He wants us to look forwards with hope and anticipation. And he lights the way for us to go forward. Just as he did for those wise men. Just as he did for the children of Israel on their journey to the Promised Land. 

To follow God is to walk in the light. It is to make what has gone before meaningful. It is to work with the truth. And it is to look forward with fresh hope and optimism. 

‘Whoever follows me,’ said Jesus, ‘will have the light of life and will never walk in darkness.’ 
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